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William Shakespeare:  A Life of Drama Video Notes
1. Who ruled England during Shakespeare’s life?

2. When (year) and where (city) was Shakespeare born?

3. How do we know his birth date?
4. Describe Shakespeare’s parents, John and Mary.

5. While he was in school, what language, besides English, did Shakespeare study?

6. What was the significance of Kenilworth?

7. What are the “lost years”?

8. Who was Shakespeare’s wife?

9. Why did Shakespeare and his wife have to get special permission to marry?

10. What were the names of Shakespeare’s three children?

11. Robert Green wrote criticisms about Shakespeare.  Green called him an “upstart crow” or “low life from the country”?  (circle one)

12. Besides his plays, Shakespeare wrote mainly one form of poetry.  What was that form?

13. Who was Shakespeare’s patron (and, perhaps, lover)?

14. Who was the “dark lady”?

15. Was Shakespeare well-received as a playwright in his own time, or did he become popular only after his death?

16. During what 40-day period was acting banned?  Why was that significant?

17. How did the various outbreaks of plagues influence Shakespeare’s career and family life?

18. Why did Shakespeare have to relocate his theatre?

19. What was the new theatre called?

20. How much of a share did Shakespeare own in this theatre?

21. What was the first play performed there?

22. In Shakespeare’s play productions, who played the parts of women?

23. Where did Shakespeare get ideas for his plays?

24. What was the name of Shakespeare’s acting company?

25. Shakespeare was working on which plays during the height of his career, from 1604 to 1607?

26. When and how was the Globe destroyed?

27. To whom did Shakespeare leave his wealth?

28. What was ironic about the bed he left his wife?

29. When did Shakespeare die?  How old was he?

30. When were his plays officially published?
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